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RE: STB Finance Docket No. 35455 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation Almena, Cameron, Rice Lake Rail Project 

Dear Chairman Elliot, 

1 am contacting you today in support of a petition submitted by Ihc Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation asking for a declaratory ruling in relation to the Almena, Cameron. Rice Lake Rail 
Project. This is a critically important project and the communities involved in this request are 
counting on this to attract new businesses and grow their local economy but they are unable to 
move forward with those efforts until the Surface Transportation Board has issued the order 
requested by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation. 

The project is part of an ongoing, long term effort by these communities to upgrade the area's 
transportation infrastructure and expand access to freight rail to the rural parts of Barron County. 
As part of that effort, the group secured state and federal funding for the purchase and 
rehabilitation of this line over three years ago. to go along with a considerable financial 
commitment made by the local governments themselves. With the funding in place, the initial 
phase of project is ready to move forward once the Surface Transportation Board acts. 

Moving this project forward is essential to the economic future of these communities. The 
economy in rural Wisconsin has been hit hard by the recession and these communities are simply 
unable to attract new businesses to the area without making significant improvements to their 
infrastructure. By expanding access to freight rail and upgrading the existing lines, this project 
will give them a critical tool in attracting new businesses to the area and in helping existing 
businesses grow. 

The State of Wisconsin has submitted similar applications in the past and it is my understanding 
that the initial concerns about this application voiced by the Surface Transportation Board have 
been addressed. With that in mind, I hope that the board will grant the petition put forth by the 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation and help finally move this important project forward. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Jauch 
Stale Senate 

Home Addrcis: 5271 South Maple Drive. Poplar, Wisconsin 54864-9126 
Capitol Address: P.O. Box 78S2, Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882 • (608) 266-3510 • Fax <608) 266-3580 
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I hereby certify that I have served all parties of record in this proceeding 

with this decumeri/HSy^mail. 
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